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DOVER BOARD OF HEALTH

Regular Meeting

June 08, 2026   5:03 pm

MEETING CALLED TO ORDER / SUNSHINE STATEMENT

The meeting was called to order. The scheduled meeting was held in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act, also known as Sunshine Law, and duly posted and advertised.

 Ary Vanderstarre Orama, Board Secretary called ROLL 

	Name
	Present
	Absent
	Excused

	Darlene Kasko, President
	X
	
	

	Rosita Scinto, V.P.
	X
	
	

	Rhoda Myles
	X
	
	

	Janice Anthony
	X
	
	

	Irene Hansen
	-
	-
	X

	Alessandra Scarneo
	X
	
	


ALSO PRESENT:
	Marconi A. Gapas, Health Officer

	Ary Vanderstarre Orama, Board Secretary

	Councilwoman/Liaison Judith Rugg

	

	

	

	

	


Board Secretary Ary, entertained a motion to accept the minutes from April 13, 2026, of the regularly scheduled meeting of the Board of Health.

A motion to accept the minutes from April 13, 2026 meeting was made by Darlene Kasko and duly seconded by Rosita Scinto.
Board Secretary called ROLL 

	Name
	Motion
	Second
	Ayes
	Noes
	Abstain
	Absent
	Excused

	Darlene Kasko, President
	X
	
	X
	
	
	
	

	Rosita Scinto, V.P.
	
	X
	X
	
	
	
	

	Rhoda Myles
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	

	Janice Anthony
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	

	Irene Hansen
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	X

	Alessandra Scarneo
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	


CORRESPONDENCE:

· The Milestone House is currently applying for funding through the New Jersey Department of Human Services, Division of Mental Health and Addiction Services (DMHAS) Recovery Housing for Young Adults with Opioid and/or Stimulant Use Disorders initiative. This grant would support recovery housing and programming for young adults ages 18–24 experiencing substance use disorders. Danika Frank, Development Associate from Milestone House, reached out to the Dover Health Department requesting a letter of support.
OLD/NEW BUSINESS:

The following overview of old/new business was provided by Board Secretary Ary Vanderstarre Orama:
· Provided the Board members with the May monthly report which includes the Financial Report, Dog and Cat License Revenue, Animal Control Report and Sanitation Report.
· A copy of the amended Massage Parlor Ordinance adopted at the Mayor and Council meeting on 04/14/2026, was provided to the Board. The ordinance became effective twenty days after final passage, approval and publication.

· A copy of the updated Massage Parlors Application reflecting the new changes was given to the Board.
· In addition, Board members were reminded, pursuant to correspondence from the Municipal Clerk, that the Town Code requires all Board members to complete the Annual Conflict of Interest Disclosure Form by January 30 of each year. It was noted that the form has not been completed since the requirement was adopted in 2020. Board members were asked to complete the questionnaire and return it to the Clerk’s Office as soon as possible.
· Lastly, an announcement was made about Don Costanzo’s last day with the Health Department which was scheduled for May 29th. It was mentioned that Don dedicated 40 plus years of service to the Town of Dover where he served as a full-time Health Officer for more than 30 years before retiring from that position. He later returned to the Department as a part-time employee, serving in a clerical capacity for nearly 12 additional years. It was recognized that Don has been a great asset to the Dover Health Department and the Dover community, and he will be greatly missed.
HEALTH OFFICER’S REPORT:

Marconi Gapas, Health Officer, provided the following update:
· The Milestone House is currently applying for funding through the New Jersey Department of Human Services, Division of Mental Health and Addiction Services (DMHAS) Recovery Housing for Young Adults with Opioid and/or Stimulant Use Disorders initiative. This grant would support recovery housing and programming for young adults ages 18–24 experiencing substance use disorders. 
This is a recovery residence in New Jersey since 2002 (20 years+) and currently receives financial support through grants and donations. All residents are young adults in early to mid-stages of recovery from alcohol, substance use, and cooccurring disorders. The Milestone House’s mission as a halfway home is to provide safe housing, compassion, and opportunities for its residents as they rebuild their lives (not limited to Dover residents). To help these individuals find long-term healing each milestone house is structured with 24/7 staff onsite, community meetings, access to the Excel outpatient treatment center, randomized drug testing, volunteering, and community activities.

Milestone leadership is now actively involved in the development of the Garden State Alliance of Recovery Residences (GSARR), New Jersey's emerging NARR-affiliated credentialing organization. Milestone attends the NARR conference annually and regularly reviews and maintains compliance with SAMHSA's Recovery Housing Best Practices.
Danika Frank, Development Associate from Milestone House, reached out to the Dover Board of Health requesting a letter of support. 
· The Health Officer informed us that through the current Child Lead Grant the Health Department will purchase Blood Analyzer equipment to allow our Public Health Nurse the ability to provide in-house blood testing for lead, obtain results in a timely manner and avoid delays in obtaining results from labs and/or medical providers. The blood sample will be drawn through fingerstick like a diabetes at home blood test.

· Additionally, Health Department Grants will begin the fiscal year June 2026 to July 2027; the Health Officer submitted a letter of intent. This grant will help continue funding equipment and other expenses in the Health Department.

NOTES – DISCUSSIONS:

THE MEETING WAS OPENED TO MEMBERS OF THE BOARD

· During the meeting, the Board of Health made a motion to provide the letter to Milestone House in recognition of its continued contributions to the Dover community.

A motion to provide a letter of support to the Milestone House to continue their application for funding through the State of New Jersey Department of Human Services was made by Darlene Kasko and duly seconded by Janice Anthony.
Board Secretary called ROLL 

	Name
	Motion
	Second
	Ayes
	Noes
	Abstain
	Absent
	Excused

	Darlene Kasko, President
	X
	
	X
	
	
	
	

	Rosita Scinto, V.P.
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	

	Rhoda Myles
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	

	Janice Anthony
	
	X
	X
	
	
	
	

	Irene Hansen
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	X

	Alessandra Scarneo
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	


· Board Member Alessandra Scarneo reported that, a few days earlier, she observed a white pickup truck selling what appeared to be Italian ice from the area near St. John’s Church and the traffic light on Blackwell Street at around 6:00 pm. The product appeared to be stored in a metal container in the bed of the truck. Unfortunately, the vehicle’s license plate was not visible, and no identifying information could be obtained. Health Officer Marconi advised that the information would be forwarded to the Police Department so officers could monitor the area during routine patrols.

· Board Member Rhoda Myles also reported observing another truck, equipped with colored lights, around St. John’s Church area during the late evening hours. The vehicle appeared to be selling ice cream.
THE MEETING WAS OPENED TO MEMBERS OF THE GENERAL PUBLIC:
· No members of the public were present.
ADJOURNMENT:

A motion to adjourn the meeting made by Darlene Kasko and duly seconded by Rhoda Myles.
Board Secretary called ROLL 

	Name
	Motion
	Second
	Ayes
	Noes
	Abstain
	Absent
	Excused

	Darlene Kasko, President
	X
	
	X
	
	
	
	

	Rosita Scinto, V.P.
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	

	Rhoda Myles
	
	X
	X
	
	
	
	

	Janice Anthony
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	

	Irene Hansen
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	X

	Alessandra Scarneo
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	


MEETING ADJOURNED

5:35 pm
